SOUTHWEST SECTION

OHIO WATER ENVIRONMENT ASSOCIATION

CONSTITUTION

(Amended February, 1997)

ARTICLE I

NAME

The name of this organization shall be the Southwest Section Ohio Water Environment Association, hereinafter referred to as the "Section" and abbreviated "SWOWEA".

ARTICLE II

OBJECTIVES

The objectives of the Section shall be:


1.
To promote the science and practice of wastewater treatment and industrial waste treatment;


2.
To advance fundamental and practical knowledge concerning the nature, collection, treatment and disposal of wastewater and industrial wastes;


3.
To aid in improving the design, construction, operations and management of treatment works;


4.     To promote improved sanitation of waterways;


5.
To encourage cooperation between the members of the Section, the Ohio Water Environment Association, the Water Environment Federation, the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency and the United States Environmental Protection Agency;


6.
To advance the scientific, professional, and economic interests of the members through research; promotion of technical and scientific information; legislation; education; public relations; and maintenance of the integrity of professional practice.

ARTICLE III

MEMBERSHIP

Section 1. Membership in the Section may be classified as Associate; Corporate; Consultant; Contractor; Honorary; Student; or Section‑only. The qualifications for membership shall be as follows;

Section 2. An Associate member shall be any person professionally engaged or interested in the advancement of knowledge related to the stated objectives of the Section, and whose residence and/or employment is in the area served by the Section. (Active, PWOD and dual members of the Ohio Association within the boundaries of the Section shall automatically be designated Associate members of the Section.)

Section 3. A Corporate, Consultant or Contractor member shall be an organization engaged in the design, construction, operation or management of water pollution control systems; a governmental agency; or other corporate body or organization engaged in or interested in at least one of the stated objectives of the Section. A Corporate, Consultant or Contractor member shall be entitled to one representative whose name shall appear on the roll as an Associate member and who shall have all rights and privileges of that membership. The representative may be changed at the pleasure of the Corporate, Consultant or Contractor member upon written notice to the Secretary‑Treasurer. (Corporate, Consultant or Contractor members of the Ohio Association within the boundaries of the Section shall automatically be designated Associate members of the Section.)

Section 4. An Honorary member may be anyone whom the Section desires to honor for distinguished service in the wastewater field, or for service to the Section. (Life members of the Ohio Association within the boundaries of the Section shall automatically be designated Associate members of the Section.)

Section 5. A Student member shall be a regularly enrolled college or university student who spends at least one‑half time on academic course work or equivalent. Upon separation from the college or university, student membership shall cease at the end of the calendar year of such operation, and the student shall transfer to another membership grade. (Student members of the Ohio Association within the boundaries of the Section shall automatically be designated Associate members of the Section.)

Section 6. There may be two types of Section‑only memberships.

Type A shall be classified as part of or associated with an educational promotion, such as, but not limited to, LAC or Operator Education Day certification reviews. Type A membership shall be limited to first‑time only applicants, and may be renewed annually, and limited to a 2 year period. Type A members shall receive a 1 year subscription to Buckeye Bulletin and receive all notices of Section meetings during the membership year.

Type B Section‑only membership may be granted to those individuals who currently hold membership in a different OWEA Section, and shall only receive notices of the Southwest Section meetings during the membership year. Type B membership may be renewed each year.

Section 7. Written application for membership in the Section shall be mailed to the Secretary for action by the Executive Committee. A majority affirmative vote by this Committee shall elect to membership.

Section 8. The Section may join with other groups or associations having the same objective in an organization known as the Ohio Water Environment Association.

ARTICLE IV

DUES AND REGISTRATION FEES

Section 1. Dues for all classes of membership in the Section shall be payable to the Treasurer of the Section annually. The amount of the dues shall be set forth in the By‑Laws of the Section.

Section 2. Registration fees for attendance at the Section meetings shall be payable to the Treasurer of the Section on or before the meetings. The fee amount shall be set according to the By‑Laws of the Section.

ARTICLE V

ORGANIZATION

Section 1. The affairs of the Section shall be conducted by an Executive Committee, in accordance with the By‑Laws and under such rules as the Executive Committee may determine subject to the specific condition of this constitution.

Section 2. The officers shall be Associate members of the Southwest Section of the Ohio Water Environment Association, consist of a President, Vice-President, Treasurer, Secretary, and three Directors, each of whom shall perform the duties normally pertaining to the respective offices and specifically those outlined in the By‑Laws, the Past President, and Delegate.

Section 3. The Section Executive Committee officers shall consist of:


Office          Term


a.
President       1 year


b.  Vice‑President
1
year


c.      Treasurer
1
year


d.  Secretary
1
year


e.  Directors
3 years

The affairs of the Section shall be conducted by the Executive Committee, which shall consist of the following voting members:


a. The elected officers of the Section


b. the latest available Past President of the Section


c. The Delegate to the Executive Committee of the Ohio Association.

The Executive Committee shall elect the Delegate to serve on the Executive Committee of the Ohio Water Environment Association for the term of office provided by the Association constitution.

Duties of the officers and the Executive Committee shall be set forth in the By‑Laws of the Section.

Section 4. The nominating committee shall select and nominate the officers for election by the Section members in attendance at the annual meeting immediately preceding the Annual Ohio Association Conference, for the terms as shown above. It is desirable that the nominee be selected from various disciplines and geographical areas of the Section to provide representation for all segments of the membership. Any member present at the Section meeting preceding the annual meeting shall have the right to make additional nominations from the floor, provided the nominee is an eligible member of the Section, has consented in writing to allow their name to be placed in nomination, and has agreed to serve the Section for the next 8 years.

Section 5. The term of office of all retiring officers shall expire at the close of the Annual Ohio Association Conference, unless otherwise provided for in the By‑Laws.

Section 6. The President, Vice‑president, Treasurer, and Secretary shall not be eligible for a second term in the same office until at least one full term shall have elapsed after the end of the first term.

Section 7. To qualify for officers of the Section, an individual shall be an eligible member of the Section, and be duly appointed by the Executive Committee or elected by the membership.

Section 8. The Delegate of the Section to the Ohio Association Executive Committee shall be appointed by the Executive Committee from the Past Presidents of the Section who have expressed interest and a commitment to serve such terms of office as provided by the Association Constitution and By‑Laws.
Section 9. The Executive Committee shall have power to appoint an eligible member of the Section to fill the unexpired term of any elective or appointive office, said appointee to serve until the next successor qualifies; and have the power to remove any elected or appointed officer from office for just cause.

Section 10. The term of the Section Delegate shall start in odd numbered years. The Delegate shall be eligible for a two‑year term.

ARTICLE VI

MEETINGS

Section 1. The Section shall hold a minimum of four meetings each year; the time and place of each meeting to be selected by the Executive Committee of the Section. The annual Section meeting shall be held in the month just prior to the annual Ohio Association Conference. All business meetings of the Section shall be conducted in accordance with the latest version of Roberts Rules of Order.

ARTICLE VII

AMENDMENTS

Section 1. Amendments to this Constitution shall be submitted in writing to the Secretary‑Treasurer at least sixty (60) days before any meeting. Upon approval by the Executive Committee, copies of the amendments shall be made known to all eligible Section members at least fifteen (15) days before the next meeting. An affirmative vote of two‑thirds (2/3) of the eligible Section members present at the meeting shall be necessary for its adoption. Amendments shall take effect immediately upon adoption.
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