SOUTHWEST SECTION

OHIO WATER ENVIRONMENT ASSOCIATION

BY‑LAWS

(Amended February 1997)
(Amended June 2005)
ARTICLE I

DUTIES OF OFFICERS

Section 1. The President shall have general direction of the affairs of the Section, and shall preside at all meetings of the Section and of the Executive Committee and at the annual meeting of the Section. The President shall appoint, with the approval of the Executive Committee, the Section's Standing and Special Committees, Chairmen and Committee Members.

Section 2. The Vice‑President shall assist the President in the performance of his duties, and shall act in the capacity of the President in his absence. The Vice‑President shall serve as Chairman of the Program Committee.

Section 3. The Treasurer shall collect and disburse all funds and conduct the general fiscal business and report on the financial standing of the Section, which shall include an end-of-calendar year financial report to the Ohio Water Environment Association.
Section 4. The Secretary shall make a report at all meetings showing the number of members, the minutes of the last meeting and the financial standing of the Section. The Secretary shall maintain a roll of members in good standing with correct mailing addresses; and shall assemble and mail all meeting notices. The Secretary shall assist the Treasurer in the performance of his duties, and shall act in the capacity of the Treasurer in his absence. The Secretary shall serve as Chairman of the Membership Committee, and shall be responsible for submitting to the editor of the Buckeye Bulletin quarterly reports of the Section's activities, unless a separate reporter is appointed by the Executive Committee.

Section 5. The Delegate of the Executive Committee of the Ohio Water Environment Association shall represent the Section in the business of the Ohio Association, shall report periodically to the Executive Committee of the Section on the affairs of the Ohio Association, and shall present reports to the Section at Section meetings.

Section 6. The Directors to the Section shall represent the members at the Section Executive Committee meetings.  The Directors shall also serve on the Personnel Education Committee.
ARTICLE II

DUTIES OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Section 1. The Executive Committee shall act as the governing body of the Section and shall conduct its affairs subject to the conditions prescribed in the Constitution and these by‑laws.

Section 2. Actions of the Executive Committee shall be taken by a majority of members present and voting. A quorum of the Executive Committee shall consist of a majority of the members of that Committee.

Section 3. Meetings of the Executive Committee shall be held from time to time as called by the President, with no fewer than two meetings per year to be held in addition to the annual meeting.

Section 4. The Executive Committee shall have the power to establish awards to be presented by the Section. Such awards shall be directly related to the objectives named in Article II of the Constitution. Before establishing any award, the Executive Committee shall give serious consideration to the presumed need for, and advantages to the Section of establishing such award. criteria for awards shall be set forth in the By‑laws of the Section.  The Section awards shall be as set forth in Article IV, Section 14.
ARTICLE III

SECTION

Section 1. The geographic area known as the Southwest Section shall include the Ohio counties of Darke, Shelby, Logan, Union, Preble, Miami, Champaign, Clark, Madison, Montgomery, Greene, Fayette, Butler, Warren, Clinton, Hamilton, Clermont, Brown, Adams and Highland, as shown in Attachment 1 to these By‑laws.

Section 2. Each Section shall have its own officers, Constitution and Bylaws. The Section's Constitution and By‑laws shall be in harmony with the Association's constitution and By‑laws. Each Section shall appoint a Delegate who shall serve on the State Executive Committee. Each Section's officers and Delegate shall be Active members of the Association.

Section 3. A Section member need not work or live within the boundaries herein described as the Southwest Section OWEA.

ARTICLE IV

STANDING COMMITTEES

Section 1. The Standing Committees of the Section shall be: Membership, Nominating, Government Affairs, Auditing, Plant Operations, Industrial Waste, Personnel Education, Safety, Public Education, Awards, Laboratory Analysis, Publications, Pretreatment, Watershed, and Residuals Management. The Section President shall fill any vacancy in the committee for the unexpired term.

Section 2. The Chairman of each Standing Committee shall be an active member of the Ohio Association and shall prepare a report to be presented by the Section at the annual meeting. In the event of inability of the Chairman to present the report personally, he shall deliver it to the Secretary by the first day of the month in which the annual meeting occurs.

Section 3. The Chairmen of the Membership, Government Affairs, Plant Operations, Industrial Waste, Personnel Education, Safety, Public Education, Awards, Laboratory Analysis and Pretreatment Committees shall serve on the respective Ohio Association Committees. Each Chairman shall serve for a two year term, and shall not normally be eligible for more than two consecutive two‑year terms. The starting date of each Chairman's term is established in the following sections,

Section 4. The Membership Committee shall consist of a Chairman, who shall be the Secretary of the Section, and a Vice‑Chairman, who shall be the Treasurer of the Section, and other members as appointed by the Section President. This Committee is charged with the formulation and implementation of policies and programs to increase and maintain the membership of the Section. It shall conceive programs of service which should by their nature maintain an increased interest in the activities of the Section. Emphasis shall be given to incorporating multiple professional discipline in the Committee membership. New policies and programs shall be approved by the Section Executive Committee.

Section 5. The Nominating Committee shall consist of the three recent past Section Presidents, with the least recent Past President acting as Chairman of the Committee. The Nominating Committee shall nominate candidates for the offices of the President, Vice‑President, Treasurer, Secretary, and Directors as provided for in the Constitution.

Section 6. The Government Affairs Committee shall consist of a Chairman appointed in even numbered years, for a two‑year term, and other members, as appointed by the Section President. The Committee's duties shall include review and analysis of State and federal legislation in water pollution control and related fields, and provide timely assistance to the Section Executive Committee in matters related to Section activity in this area. This Committee shall recommend topics for the Section Programs.

Section 7. The Auditing Committee shall consist of a Chairman who shall be the outgoing Section President, and a Vice‑Chairman, who shall be the newly elected Section President. The Auditing Committee shall direct an annual review of all Section financial transactions, balancing receipts and disbursements, and dated balances with bank statements. The Committee Chairman shall prepare a report attesting to the financial condition of the Section as of June 1, for the preceding year, and shall submit the report to the President of the Section prior to the annual Ohio Association Conference for attachment to the Annual Treasurer's Report.

Section 8. The Program Committee shall consist of a Chairman, who shall be the Vice‑President and other members as appointed by the Section President, including the Treasurer and Personnel Education Chairman. The Program Committee shall prepare the technical, business and social programs for the meetings, shall obtain program speakers, and in other matters assist the Secretary and Treasurer in preparing the meetings.

Section 9. The Plant Operations Committee shall consist of a Chairman appointed in even numbered years, for a two‑year term by the Section President. The Committee shall direct its efforts toward the study of activities associated with the treatment and management of municipal wastewater and residuals. The Committee may prepare summary reports and white papers for the Executive Committee's action. The Committee shall recommend to the Program Committee wastewater and residual management subjects or papers for consideration to be presented at the Annual Ohio Association Conference.  The Committee shall sponsor plant operations seminars as authorized by the Executive Committee.
Section 10. The Industrial Waste Committee shall consist of a Chairman appointed in even numbered years, for a two‑year term, by the Section President. other officers and members of the Committee shall be appointed by the Chairman, as required, to fulfill the goals of the Committee. Its members shall have the expertise and background to identify issues relating to industrial needs. The Committee shall direct its efforts toward the study and the resolution of issues associated with the proper management of industrial wastes with the goal of waste minimization and pollution prevention. The Committee shall sponsor industrial wastes seminars and workshops as directed by the Executive Committee. The Committee may prepare summary reports and white papers for the Executive Committee's action. Subcommittees and/or advisory groups may be established to identify or address specific issues related to industrial wastes management. The Committee shall recommend program subjects for the Annual Ohio Association Conference and Southwest Section meetings.

Section 11. The Personnel Education Committee shall consist of the Operator Training Committee of Ohio, Inc. (OTCO) Trustee and the three Section Directors.  The One-year Director shall serve as the Chairperson. The Committee shall work to achieve recognition of persons working in the field through support and coordination of activities of members. The Committee shall report to the Executive Committee the results of their studies for the benefit of the members of the Section. Other Committee members shall be appointed by the Section President. This Committee shall furnish the Program Committee with recommendations for the technical speakers at Section meetings, and shall also be responsible for gathering and disseminating information regarding technical programs and educational opportunities available to the members.  For all Section-sponsored training, the Chairperson shall be responsible for administering the required continuing education contact hour forms, forwarding completed forms to the appropriate agency, and maintaining records for the Section.
Section 12. The Safety Committee shall consist of a Chairman appointed in odd numbered years, for a two‑year term, and other members, as appointed by the Section President. The Safety Committee shall direct its efforts toward formulating objectives, programs and policies in the interest of safety concerning the construction, operation and maintenance of wastewater treatment plants and collection systems. The Committee, in the interest of safety, shall make recommendations to the Executive Committee for action.

Section 13. The Public Education committee shall consist of a Chairman appointed in odd numbered years, for a two‑year term, and other members as appointed by the Section President. This Committee shall be responsible for public awareness and public education programs. It shall promote activities of the Section and its members through use of the media. This Committee shall coordinate the Water Quality Awareness Week, student related programs including science fair programs, press releases and general articles of interest.

Section 14. The Awards Committee shall consist of a Chairman appointed in odd numbered years, for a two‑year term, and other members as appointed by the Section President. The Committee shall solicit nominations for each award set forth in the Ohio Association By‑Laws. and shall make a recommended selection of the nominations to the Executive Committee for approval. The approved nominations shall be presented to the Ohio Associations Committee by the Section's Awards Committee Chairman. The Awards Committee shall also solicit nominations for any Section awards established by the Executive Committee under Article II, Section 4 of these By‑laws. A recommended selection of the nominations for Section awards shall be made to the Executive Committee to present an award. If suitable nominees are approved, awards for any calendar year shall be presented at the annual Section meeting occurring the succeeding calendar year. The Section awards established by the Executive Committee are:

1. "Operator of the Year" Award.

Criteria:

a. candidate shall be working in a non‑supervisory position at a water pollution control system in the Section, although those who fill in as supervisor during the supervisor's absence shall remain eligible;

b. candidate shall possess a valid wastewater operator certificate issued by the State of Ohio;

c. candidate shall have made a significant contribution to the

successful operation of a water pollution control system; and

d. candidate shall exemplify sincere and responsible dedication to the water pollution control profession.

2. "Laboratory Analyst" Award.

Criteria:
a. candidate shall be working at a water pollution control system laboratory;

b. candidate shall possess a valid wastewater operator certificate issued by the State of Ohio, and/or possess a valid Laboratory Analyst Certificate;

c. candidate shall have demonstrated a significant contribution to the successful operation of a water pollution control system or laboratory; and

d. candidate shall exemplify sincere and responsible dedication to the water pollution control profession.

3. "Public Service" Award.

Criteria:

a. candidate shall be an elected or public official of the State, or any county, community or township located within the Section;

b. candidate shall have demonstrated a significant contribution to the continuing improvement of the operation of a water pollution control system; and

c. candidate shall exemplify sincere and responsible dedication to the water pollution control profession.
4.  “Karl G. Voelkel Industry” Award.


Criteria:

a. candidate shall be a private industry within the Section;
b. candidate shall have demonstrated outstanding contributions in waste minimization, pollution prevention, environmental compliance, and environmental stewardship;

c. candidate must satisfy one or more of the criteria listed below:

1) having in-place practices and procedures that have reduced raw material requirements, the volume of wastewater discharged, and/or pollutant loadings to the environment;
2) initiated improvements and/or programs to improve characteristics of the waste discharge even though the facility was previously in full compliance with its discharge permit;

3) demonstrated a “good corporate citizen” attitude through the existence of outreach programs designed to increase environmental awareness;

4) worked in a positive, constructive way with local governmental and regulatory agencies;

5) made information available to other industries pertaining to its successful use of alternative processes and procedures designed to enhance the environment; and
6) implemented programs with environmental compliance that have generated positive economic benefits that greatly exceed their cost of implementation.
Section 15. The Laboratory Analysis Committee shall consist of a Chairman appointed in even numbered years, for a two‑year term, and other members as appointed by the Section President. The Committee shall direct its efforts in the interest of promoting high‑quality performance of water pollution control laboratories. This Committee shall endeavor to improve communications between laboratories, promote professionalism by keeping laboratory personnel abreast of training, and informed of any changes in the EPA's approved methods. The Committee shall recommend program subjects for the Program Committee.

Section 16. The Publications Committee shall consist of a Chairman appointed in odd numbered years for a two‑year term, and members as appointed by the Section President. The Committee shall provide guidance and assistance to ensure all Association publications maintain the highest standards, and shall ensure a technical review of all articles is performed.

Section 17. The Pretreatment Committee shall consist of a chairman appointed in odd numbered years for a two‑year term, and members as appointed by the Section President. The Committee shall follow current trends and issues dealing with the pretreatment of industrial wastes discharged to POTWs, including, but not limited to, changes in federal and State regulations, pollution prevention, and enforcement of local sewer regulations. The Committee may prepare summary reports and white papers for Executive Committee action, and may identify and recommend program subjects for the Annual Ohio Water Environment Association Conference and Southwest Section meetings.

Section 18. A trustee of OTCO shall be appointed for up to two consecutive three‑year terms by the Ohio Association President, as recommended by the Section President and Executive Committee.  The OTCO Trustee shall represent the Section in the business of OTCO, monitor the functions of OTCO, and report periodically to the Section on the affairs of OTCO.  The Trustee shall also serve on the Personnel Education Committee.
Section 19. The Collection System Committee shall consist of a chairman appointed in odd numbered years for a two-year term, and members as appointed by the Section President.  The Committee shall provide the public with information regarding the maintenance, operations, and importance of collection systems, with emphasis in the areas of technology, regulations, funding, public relations, and safety. The Committee may prepare summary reports and white papers for the Executive Committee's action. The Committee shall recommend to the Program Committee collection system subjects or papers for consideration to be presented at the Annual Ohio Association Conference.  The Committee may also sponsor a hands-on workshop as authorized by the Executive Committee.
Section 20.  The Young Professionals Committee shall consist of a chairman appointed in odd numbered years for a two-year term, and members as appointed by the Section President.  The Committee shall promote the involvement of people who are new to the wastewater industry by providing opportunities to interact while learning more about the Association and the entire wastewater field.  Members are typically 35 years old or younger.   
Section 21.  The Watershed Committee shall consist of a chairman appointed in odd numbered years for a two-year term, and members as appointed by the Section President.  The Committee shall follow current trends and regulatory issues related to watershed management.  The Committee shall provide guidance to the members on watershed issues and recommend subjects or papers to the Program Committee for consideration at Section Meetings and the Annual Ohio Association Conference.
Section 22.  The Residuals Management Committee shall consist of a chairman appointed in odd numbered years for a two-year term, and members as appointed by the Section President.  The Committee shall follow current trends and regulatory issues related to residuals and biosolids management.  The Committee shall help communicate members’ issues to regulatory agencies on State and Federal legislation, and promote public awareness. The Committee shall recommend subjects or papers to the Program Committee for consideration at Section Meetings and the Annual Ohio Association Conference.

ARTICLE V

SPECIAL OR AD‑HOC COMMTTTEES

Section 1. Special or Ad‑Hoc committees may be appointed by the Section President as deemed necessary. A special committee is defined as a committee which performs work in specific areas within the Section as assigned by the Section President and the Executive Committee. The committee may not be expected to complete yearly goals nor would the committee be required to report at the annual meeting unless requested by the Section President. The Section President shall fill any vacancy in the committees for the unexpired term.

ARTICLE VI

DUES AND FEES

Section 1. The annual dues for membership in the Section shall be established by the Executive Committee of the Section in accordance with the Constitution and are presently as follows:


a. 
For each Associate Member, the annual dues shall be five dollars ($5.00).Dues of Active, Affiliate, PWOD, and Dual Members of the Ohio Association are automatically paid to the Section.


b. 
For each Corporate Membership, the annual dues shall be five dollars ($5.00). Dues of Corporate members of the Ohio Association are automatically paid to the Section.


c. Dues for Honorary members shall be waived.


d. 
For each Student Membership the annual dues shall be five dollars ($5.00). Dues of Student members of the Ohio Association are automatically paid to the Section, for a total of $25.


e. 
For each Section‑Only Membership the annual dues shall be five dollars($5.00) over and above the current cost of a Buckeye Bulletin subscription, for a total of $20.  This Section-Only Membership is available only to new Southwest Section members for a period of one year and to Ohio Association members from other Sections.
Section 2. The registration fees for Section meetings or activities shall be set by the Secretary‑ Treasurer and the Host, and approved by the Section President. Registration fees for Honorary members shall be waived.

ARTICLE VII

AMENDMENTS

Section 1. The Executive Committee may amend these By‑laws in any manner consistent with the provisions of the Constitution.

Section 2. Proposed amendments to the By‑laws shall be presented in writing to each member of the Executive Committee at least thirty (30) days prior to the Executive Committee meeting at which the amendment is proposed to be adopted. An affirmative vote of two‑thirds (2/3) of the membership of the Executive Committee shall be necessary for adoption of amendments to the By‑Laws.

Section 3. When amendments to the By‑laws have been approved by the Executive Committee, they shall take effect immediately, and the revisions shall be reported to the members at the next Section meeting.

